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DISCUSSION  EXAMPLES 


Maher  Arar  -  Timeline 


(Compiled  from  CBC  &  CTV  timelines  &  various  press  reports) 


Sept.  26,  2002 

Arar  is  detained  by  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  officials  at  New  York's  John  F. 
Kennedy  Airport  while  returning  alone  to  Montreal  from  a  family  vacation  in  Tunisia.  A 
citizen  of  both  Canada  and  Syria,  he  is  carrying  a  Canadian  passport.  American  officials 
allege  Arar  has  links  to  al-Qaeda  and  detain  and  question  him. 

Oct.  7  or  8,  2002 

Arar  is  flown  to  Jordan  and  then  transferred  to  Syria. 

Oct.  10,  2002 

Canadian  officials  are  informed  Arar  has  been  deported. 

Oct.  16,  2002 

Bill  Graham,  Canadian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  complains  to  U.S.  government  about 
arrest  and  deportation  of  Arar. 

Oct.  22,  2002 

Foreign  Affairs  Department  says  Arar  is  being  held  in  a  Syrian  prison. 

April  30,  2003 

Syria  tells  Canada  it  will  charge  Arar  with  membership  in  a  banned  Muslim  organization, 
the  Muslim  Brotherhood  of  Syria. 

Aug.  6,  2003 

A  report  by  the  London-based  group  Syrian  Human  Rights  Committee  (SHRC)  says  Arar 
is  being  tortured  and  beaten  while  in  jail. 

Aug.  8,  2003 

Graham  says  Canada  will  not  recall  ambassador. 

Sept.  25,  2003 

Graham  says  Syrian  officials  have  assured  him  Arar  will  be  tried  in  a  civil,  and  not 
military  trial. 

Oct.  5,  2003 

Syria  frees  Arar.  Graham  notifies  Arar's  wife,  Monia  Mazigh,  and  credits  "quiet  Canadian 
diplomacy"  for  the  release. 

Oct.  6,  2003 

Arar  returns  to  Montreal,  375  days  after  U.S.  immigration  officials  arrested  him. 
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Oct.  23,  2003 

A  commission  that  handles  complaints  against  the  RCMP  wants  the  force  to  answer 
questions  about  whether  it  played  a  role  in  the  deportation  of  Arar  from  the  U.S.  to  Syria. 

Nov.  4,  2003 

Arar  tells  of  his  year  spent  in  a  Syrian  jail  and  says  he  was  mentally  and  physically 
tortured  and  forced  to  confess  that  he  spent  time  in  Afghanistan. 

Nov.  24,  2003 

Maher  Arar  has  filed  a  lawsuit  in  Canada  seeking  millions  in  damages  from  Syria  and 
Jordan,  accusing  both  countries  of  kidnapping,  assault  and  torture.  (In  a  statement  of 
claim  filed  in  Ontario's  Superior  Court  of  Justice,  Arar  seeks  $25  million  in  joint  punitive 
damages,  $5  million  from  Syria  for  kidnapping,  false  imprisonment,  assault,  torture  and 
death  threats  and  another  $1  million  from  Jordan  for  kidnapping,  illegal  confinement, 
assault  and  torture.) 

Nov.  28,  2003 

Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  granted  Mr.  Arar  intervenor  status  in  a  case  involving  a  Toronto 
businessman,  Houshang  Bouzari,  who  is  suing  Iran  for  kidnapping  and  torture. 

Dec.  21,  2003 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Colin  Powell  states  the  U.S.  was  tipped  off  about  Arar  by 
Canadian  authorities. 

Dec.  22,  2003 

The  Security  Intelligence  Review  Committee  announces  it  will  investigate  how  the 
Canadian  Security  Intelligence  Service  handled  the  Arar  case. 

Jan.  13,  2004 

U.S.  President  George  Bush  tells  Prime  Minister  Paul  Martin  that  Canada  will  be 
informed  in  the  future  before  the  U.S.  deports  a  Canadian  citizen  to  a  second  country. 

Jan.  22,  2004 

Arar  launches  a  lawsuit  against  the  American  government,  seeking  financial 
compensation  and  an  admission  of  wrongdoing.  The  lawsuit  alleges  that  U.S.  officials 
deported  Arar  knowing  that  Syria  practises  torture. 

Jan.  28,  2004 

Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan  calls  a  public  inquiry  into  the  Arar  case,  to  be  led  by 
Justice  Dennis  O'Connor,  with  a  mandate  to  "assess  the  actions  of  Canadian  officials  in 
dealing  with  the  deportation  and  detention  of  Maher  Arar." 

June  30,  2004 

The  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  rejects  Houshang  Bouzari’s  case  against  the  Islamic 
Republic  of  Iran  for  injuries  suffered  when  he  was  abducted  and  tortured  over  a  six- 
month  period  in  the  mid-1990s. 
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July  5,  2004 

A  lawyer  for  the  commission  of  inquiry  says  the  Syrian  government  has  turned  down  a 
request  for  assistance  and  will  not  co-operate  with  the  inquiry,  saying  there  is  no  treaty  on 
legal  co-operation  between  Canada  and  Syria. 

July  6,  2004 

A  report  released  at  the  inquiry  confirms  the  RCMP  were  in  contact  with  U.S.  authorities 
from  Arar's  arrest  in  New  York  to  his  deportation  to  Syria.  The  RCMP  says  none  of  the 
communications  were  improper  or  inaccurate,  but  some  may  not  have  been  authorized. 
Arar's  lawyer  says  the  documents  show  there  were  multiple  exchanges  between  Canadian 
and  U.S.  authorities.  RCMP  deputy  commissioner  Garry  Loeppky  testifies  that  some  of 
the  information  the  RCMP  passed  to  the  U.S.  came  from  another  unnamed  agency  in 
Canada. 

July  14,  2004 

The  inquiry  into  the  Maher  Arar  case  reschedules  its  public  hearings,  originally  slated  for 
the  last  two  weeks  of  July,  until  the  fall. 

July  29,  2004 

Inquiry  commissioner  Justice  Dennis  O'Connor  rules  that  any  evidence  about  Canada's 
involvement  in  Arar's  deportation  must  be  cleared  in-camera  for  national  security 
concerns.  The  ruling  further  delays  the  start  of  the  public  inquiry  until  the  late  fall. 

Nov.  26,  2004: 

Justice  Dennis  O'Connor  releases  more  than  1,000  pages  of  RCMP  documents  on  how 
Canadian  officials  treated  Maher  Arar.  More  than  half  of  their  content  is  blacked  out  for 
security  concerns. 

April  21,  2005: 

The  public  inquiry  releases  2,300  pages  of  documents,  government  e-mail  and  hand¬ 
written  notes.  Arar's  supporters  say  the  documents  show  some  Canadian  officials  actively 
encouraged  his  interrogation.  "Canadian  officials  were  extremely  eager  to  obtain  the 
fruits  of  the  torture  that  was  inflicted  on  Mr.  Arar,"  said  his  lawyer,  Lome  Waldman. 

May  3,  2005 

Government  lawyer  Barbara  Mclsaac  admits  that  Arar  was  a  victim  when  he  was 
deported,  but  does  not  declare  his  innocence  or  say  Canadian  officials  did  anything 
wrong. 

May  18,  2005 

Dan  Livermore,  the  director  general  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  Department's  security  and 
intelligence  bureau,  says  U.S.  officials  used  a  process  called  extraordinary  rendition  to 
deport  Arar  to  Syria.  "I  find  troubling  the  entire  course  of  activity  the  American 
government  has  embarked  upon  since  about  2001  with  respect  to  what  they  call 
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extraordinary  rendition,  a  practice  which  we  knew  absolutely  nothing  about,"  says 
Livermore. 

May  21,2005 

After  reviewing  Canada's  compliance  with  the  Convention  Against  Torture,  a  UN 
committee  concludes  that  Ottawa  should  have  intervened  to  protect  Arar  from  being  sent 
to  Syria. 

May  30,  2005 

Defence  Minister  Bill  Graham,  who  was  foreign  affairs  minister  when  Arar  was  deported 
to  Syria,  testifies  that  at  the  time  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  Arar  was  being  tortured  in 
Syria.  He  says  he  was  "frustrated"  by  the  lack  of  co-operation  he  received  from  Canadian 
police  and  security  officials. 

June  1,  2005 

Senator  Pierre  De  Bane  testifies  that  U.S.  officials  offered  to  return  Arar  to  Canada  on 
condition  that  he  be  incarcerated  and  charged.  When  Canada  refused,  the  U.S.  deported 
Arar  to  Syria.  De  Bane  says  he  learned  of  the  offer  from  former  Foreign  Affiars 
Department  officer  Gar  Pardy,  who  testified  earlier. 

June  2,  2005 

Defence  Minister  Bill  Graham  apologizes  for  the  length  of  Arar's  prison  stay  in  Syria.  He 
says  things  would  have  been  different  if  Canada  had  known  what  it  knows  now.  "Clearly 
we  would've  preferred  he'd  been  gotten  out  earlier,  and  I'm  very  sorry  that  he  was  not,  for 
obvious  reasons,"  he  says. 

June  14,  2005 

Franco  Pillarella,  Canada's  ambassador  to  Syria  at  the  time  of  Arar's  deportation,  says  he 
didn't  take  action  on  the  case  because  he  saw  no  proof  Arar  was  mistreated.  Arar  told 
consular  officials  he  had  been  in  custody  for  two  weeks,  but  Pillarella  believed  a  Syrian 
general  who  said  Arar  had  been  there  only  24  hours. 

Pillarella  would  later  say  that  he  didn't  ask  the  Syrians  where  Arar  was  being  held,  and 
Canadian  officials  were  "beggars,  not  choosers"  when  it  came  to  such  information, 
because  he  did  not  want  to  risk  offending  Syria  and  losing  contact  with  Arar.  He  would 
also  give  contradictory  testimony  about  his  knowledge  of  the  Syrian  prison  where  Arar 
was  being  held,  which  had  been  mentioned  in  several  reports  on  torture  in  Syria. 

Aug.  23,  2005 

RCMP  Sgt.  Rick  Flewelling  testifies  that  he  spoke  to  U.S.  officials  about  Arar's  dual 
Canadian-Syrian  citizenship  and  he  didn't  know  the  Americans  would  deport  Arar  to 
Syria. 
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Oct.  27,  2005 

A  fact-finder  appointed  by  the  Arar  inquiry  releases  a  report  concluding  that  Arar  was 
tortured  when  in  Syrian  custody  three  years  ago.  "I  am  convinced  that  his  description  of 
his  treatment  in  Syria  is  accurate,"  Stephen  Toope  wrote. 

Feb.  16,  2006 

A  U.S.  federal  judge  dismisses  Maher  Arar's  lawsuit  against  American  officials.  Judge 
David  Trager  says  he  can't  interfere  in  a  case  involving  crucial  national  security  issues. 
"The  need  for  much  secrecy  can  hardly  be  doubted,"  he  writes. 

Sept.  18,  2006 

In  his  main  report,  O'Connor  says  there  is  no  evidence  Arar  was  ever  linked  to  extremist 
groups  or  was  a  threat  to  Canada's  national  security.  O'Connor  finds  Canadian  consular 
officials  treated  Arar  as  well  as  they  could  under  the  circumstances.  He  has,  however, 
nothing  but  sharp  criticism  for  the  RCMP. 

The  judge  finds  the  RCMP  had  rules  in  place  to  restrict  and  qualify  the  kinds  of 
intelligence  information  they  routinely  exchange  with  their  counterparts  in  the  U.S.  But 
he  finds  that  in  this  case,  the  rules  were  broken.  As  a  result,  he  concludes,  the  FBI  and 
U.S.  security  officials  were  given  an  inaccurate  and  unfair  picture  of  the  Arars  and  that 
this  portrait  dogged  his  entire  time  in  a  Syrian  jail. 

O'Connor  also  finds  that  the  RCMP  blocked  Foreign  Affairs  from  trying  to  get  Arar 
returned  to  Canada  earlier  and  omitted  certain  important  facts  about  the  Arar  case  when 
briefing  senior  government  officials.  The  judge  says  he  will  recommend  Canada 
compensate  the  Arars  for  what  happened  to  them. 

Dec.  6,  2006 

RCMP  Commissioner  Giuliano  Zaccardelli  submits  his  resignation  to  Prime  Minister 
Stephen  Harper. 

Dec.  12,  2006 

In  his  second  report  on  the  Arar  inquiry,  Justice  Dennis  O'Connor  recommends  giving  an 
independent  body  the  power  to  review  the  intelligence  activities  of  the  RCMP  and  other 
security  agencies. 

Dec.  20,  2006 

A  U.S.  security  official  bluntly  states  that  the  U.S.  will  keep  its  own  counsel  on  how  to 
handle  the  Arar  case.  "With  respect  to  some  issues,  we're  going  to  have  to  respectfully 
but  firmly  go  our  own  way  and  the  Arar  matter,  at  least  for  now,  is  one  of  those,"  Paul 
Rosenzweig,  acting  assistant  secretary  for  international  affairs  for  the  Department  of 
Homeland  Security,  tells  reporters  in  Washington.  "As  for  the  sharing  of  information 
with  the  Canadian  government,  while  I  do  recognize  that  in  an  idealized  world,  we  would 
share  every  bit  of  intelligence  information  with  all  of  our  partners.  In  the  real  world,  that 
is  an  idealization  that  isn't  achievable." 
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In  response,  Harper  tells  Sun  Media  that  "as  near  as  I  can  see,  we  simply  have  a  U.S. 
government  that  won't  admit  it's  wrong." 

Jan.  22,  2007 

In  a  letter  to  Day,  U.S.  officials  reveal  that  Arar  will  remain  on  the  U.S.  watch  list.  The 
letter  comes  from  Homeland  Security  Secretary  Michael  Chertoff  and  Attorney  General 
Alberto  Gonzales,  who  say  they  have  reviewed  Arar's  file,  but  find  there  is  still  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  barring  him  from  the  U.S. 

Jan  24,  2007 

U.S.  Ambassador  David  Wilkins  fires  back  at  Public  Safety  Minister  Stockwell  Day  for 
Day's  insistence  that  Arar  be  removed  from  the  U.S.  watch  list.  "It's  a  little  presumptuous 
of  him  to  say  who  the  United  States  can  and  cannot  allow  into  our  country,"  Wilkins  says 
at  a  news  conference.  "Canadian  officials  would  rightly  never  tolerate  any  American 
official  dictating  to  them  who  they  may  or  may  not  allow  into  their  country." 

Jan.  26,  2007 

Prime  Minister  Stephen  Harper  issues  a  formal  apology  to  Maher  Arar  while  announcing 
Arar  will  receive  $12.5  million  in  compensation.  The  package  includes  $10.5  million  for 
pain  and  suffering,  and  another  $2  million  for  Arar's  legal  fees.  "I  sincerely  hope  that 
these  words  and  actions  will  help  you  and  your  family  begin  a  new  chapter  in  your  lives," 
says  Harper.  The  prime  minister  reveals  Canada  has  sent  letters  to  the  U.S.  and  Syria  to 
protest  Arar's  treatment. 

Arar  initially  filed  a  lawsuit  for  $400  million,  and  later  sought  $37  million  in 
compensation. 

Oct.19,  2007 

Arar  receives  a  public  apology  during  a  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  hearing  convened 
to  discuss  his  deportation.  "Let  me  personally  give  you  what  our  government  has  not:  an 
apology,"  Democrat  Bill  Delahunt  said  as  he  opened  the  hearing,  "Let  me  apologize  to 
you  and  the  Canadian  people  for  our  government's  role  in  a  mistake."  Democrat  Jerrold 
Nadler,  who  apologized  to  Arar,  described  his  ordeal  as  "a  kidnapping."  Republican 
Dana  Rohrabacher  also  apologized,  but  said  he  would  fight  any  efforts  by  Democrats  to 
end  the  practice  of  extraordinary  rendition.  Arar  testified  via  video-link  at  the  hearing 
since  he  is  barred  from  entering  the  U.S. 

Oct.24,  2007 

Asked  by  Delahunt  why  the  U.S.  rendered  Arar  to  Syria  over  his  objections,  U.S. 
Secretary  of  State  Condoleeza  Rice  admitted  the  case  could  have  been  handled  better. 
Pressed  about  whether  the  U.S.  relied  on  Syria's  assurances  that  he  would  not  be  tortured. 
Rice  offered  to  provide  a  full  accounting  of  the  events  of  Arar's  arrest  at  a  another  time. 
The  U.S.  continues  to  refuse  to  remove  Arar's  name  from  a  list  restricting  him  from 
flying  to  the  U.S. 
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Nov.9,  2007 

A  U.S.  appeals  court  hears  arguments  on  whether  to  revive  Arar’s  civil  suit.  The  three- 
judge  panel  explores  whether  U.S.  constitutional  protections  should  apply  to  people  like 
Arar.  Judge  Robert  Sack  said  what  was  done  to  Arar  was  "absolutely  dreadful."  The 
judges  did  not  immediately  rule  on  whether  a  federal  judge  was  right  to  toss  out  Arar's 
lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  government. 

June  6,  2008 

An  investigation  led  by  Richard  Skinner,  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security’s 
inspector  general,  finds  that  immigration  officials  who  authorized  Arar’s  deportation  to 
Syria  had  concluded  that  it  would  “more  likely  than  not  result  in  his  torture,”  but 
removed  him  anyway  despite  receiving  “ambiguous”  assurances  of  his  safety. 

June  10,  2008 

US  Representatives  John  Conyers,  Jr.,  Jerrold  Nadler,  and  Bill  Delahunt  request  of  the 
Attorney  General  special  counsel  to  investigate  and  prosecute  any  violation  of  criminal 
laws  related  to  Arar’s  deportation.  Attorney  General  Michael  Mukasey  responds  by 
stating  that  he  does  not  believe  the  situation  warrants  a  special  prosecutor  at  this  time. 

June  30,  2008 

The  Second  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upholds  the  February  16,  2006  dismissal  of  Arar’s 
case  against  Bush  administration  officials.  Days  later,  it  is  revealed  that  the  Appeals 
Court  will  allow  a  rare  second  hearing  of  the  case. 

September  2,  2008 

In  an  interview  with  CBC  News,  former  RCMP  Commissioner  Giulano  Zaccardelli 
claims  that  the  US  authorities  told  them  they  would  release  Arar  and  not  transport  him  to 
Syria. 

December  9,  2008 

Arar  presents  oral  arguments  to  the  Second  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  en  banc.  Their 
judgment  is  still  pending. 
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January  19,  2009 

While  testifying  at  the  Guantanamo  military  commission  for  Omar  Khadr,  FBI  agent 
Robert  Fuller  testified  that  Khadr  had  identified  Maher  Arar  as  among  the  al-Qaeda 
militants  he  met  while  in  Afghanistan.  The  statement  sets  off  a  firestorm  of  controversy 
in  the  Canadian  media;  however,  Khadr ’s  allegations  are  called  into  doubt  when  it  is 
revealed  that  Mr.  Arar  was  in  North  America  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  sighting.  Khadr’s 
lawyer  states  that  Khadr  was  under  torture  at  the  time  and  simply  told  his  captors 
whatever  he  thought  they  wanted  to  hear. 

April  20,  2009 

The  newly  appointed  Secretary  of  Homeland  Security  under  President  Obama,  Janet 
Napolitano,  confirms  in  an  interview  with  CBC  News  that  the  US  has  no  plans  to  change 
Arar’s  admission  status. 
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